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Proposed Rule Will Help Expand Endangered Black-Footed Ferret
Presence in Arizona

Action underscores flexibility of Endangered Species Act in providing assistance and certainty
for landowners willing to help in reintroduction efforts

Phoenix, Ariz. — The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is seeking comments on a proposed rule for
one of the most endangered mammals in North America.

As part of its ongoing efforts to conserve the endangered black-footed ferret, the Service, with
the support of the Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD) and several Arizona Tribes, is
proposing a rule that would expand the area for the reintroduction of experimental populations of
the ferret to much of northern and southeastern parts of the state.

The proposed rule, if finalized, would make it easier for volunteer landowners to host ferrets on
their property. Three Arizona Tribes support reintroductions on their reservation lands, including
the Hopi Tribe, Hualapai Tribe, and the Navajo Nation (whose reservation land also includes
portions of Utah and New Mexico).

The proposed rule will publish in the Federal Register on June 25 at federalregister.gov.
Government, non-governmental organizations, academia and the public are encouraged to submit
comments on the proposed rule online at regulations.gov then search under Docket Number for
this rulemaking: FWS-R2-ES-2020-0123. The 60-day comment period ends August 24, 2021.

The flexibility provided by 10(j) rules allowed the Service to reintroduce ferrets in Aubrey
Valley, Arizona, in 1996 and in other parts of the ferret’s range on public and private lands.
Several potential sites for reintroductions in Arizona have been identified in AZGFD’s ferret
management plan. The special allowances afforded under the 10(j) rule enable landowners to
host the ferrets in a way that is compatible with the management of their property and without
many of the regulatory restrictions normally associated with Endangered Species Act-listed
species.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service works with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish,
wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. For more
information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit http://www.fws.gov/. Connect



https://www.fws.gov/

with our Facebook page, follow our tweets, watch our YouTube Channel and download photos
from our FElickr page.
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Caption: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, working with the Arizona Department of Game and
Fish and several Tribes, proposes a new rule that would allow landowners to volunteer to host
ferrets on their land. If approved, this rule would allow landowners to manage their land without
the concern their activities might break the law by inadvertently harming a ferret. The public is
encouraged to submit comments on the proposal.
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